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: [Saran liv, 15 5 - : 


An , ALL THY Cruvnen SHALL BE TAUGHT or 
"THE Logo, AND GREAT * SHALL BE THE Pac 
or THY CHILDREN. os 


<1 11 E . of: i affords a enn 8 
1 ful illustration of the Divine wiſdom and 5 
. and conſequently preſents to us a juſt 
. EY of admiration and praiſe. This obſervation 1 
holds good reſpecting the providential govern- 
- ment of the-world at large; but is more particu- 
larly applicable to thoſe diſpenſations of Re- 
ligion, which the benevolent Father of the Uni- . 8 
verſe hath introduced and cltabliſhed een Ns 
his rational offspring. 25 ; 
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| Theſe may be divided into . Jewiſh id 
the Chriſt ian diſpenſations. The one compre- 


hending all the diſcoveries which were made of 
- The Divine will, from the fall of man until the 


coming of Chriſt : the other, including that . 


ſyſtem of religious truth which was revealed by 
| Jeſus and his Apoltles, and which continues in 
5 full force to this day, as a complete and d infallible 


LE directory of faith and manners. As the Author e 


of theſe diſpenſations is the ſame, a cloſe con- 


nection and entire harmony ſubſiſt betw een them; 


they mutuall ly illuſtrate each other, and they 


85 form a comple te and beautiful gcructure of know- : 
edge and holineſs, | „ 


Tt he prophetic v writings, it is e contain : 1 


fſtrong and lively deſcriptions of goſpel times, 
and the moſt diſtinguiſhing events ſince the com- 1 


mencement of the Cbriſtian ra, afford an in- 


ſtructive comment 1 che : Predickions of the 5 
Old T cltament. 5 5 . 


T he ee hene our text 18 ſelected, con- 5 


"rains a prediction of great importance. It is ok 
1 conſolatory kind; and refers to a tra in of future > Sr 
events, which would materially: affect and hap- x 


P ly change the ſtate e of the church and the wor 7 


The deſcription of the circumſtances of the 


church when this prophecy was e is very 5 


unfavourable; 3 
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_ unfavourable; and the figures which are uſd; 
to point out its future ſplendor and happineſs, 8 
are bold and lively; and that they have a re. 
ference to the eſtabliſhment and increaſe of the 
Meſſial's kingdom, we are ſurely authorized to os 
ſay, both from the general tenor of the pro 
pPhecy, and the particular application of ſome 
parts of it, by our Divine Maſter himſelf. At 
le beginning of the chapter, the prophet calls 5 
upon the true Iſrael of God to rejoice in the 
future enlargement of the church. Sing, 0 bar- TT. 
. ren, thou that a, not Bear; break fo. erth into finging, 
Tz and cry aloud, thou. that didſt not travail with © „ 
= child : for more are the children of the deſolate than” 
i, the children of | the married wiſe, ſaith the Lord— 1 
7 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them fretch 70 
forth the curtains of thy hatitations; ſpare webs. 
leng then thy cord's, and Prengthen thy flakes. The --- --- 
following verſes contain a variety of encouraging, 
Aeclarations, all tending to the ſame object, and 
therefore productive of ſimilar ſenſations. The 
- language which introduces the text, is peculiarly e 
8 ſoothing. O thou Mitled, Toſh with tempeſts, and 
nut comp fried, behold T will lay thy ſtones with fair 
Colours, and 2 1 thy foundations « with 1 es, and T 
| will make thy windows of agates, end thy gates of e 
cCarbuncles, and all thy borders «f ; pl eofant ones, and 
 alll thy children ſhall be taugit of the Lord, and my 
PL great fall be tbo peace of Loy children. 5 
= TT ”Y 4 Ta Theſe 
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Theſe words predict the two following things: : | 
I. The liberal com munication of Divine know- 


- dete and 


II. The good and Happ y eff of this com- | 


munication upon which we ſhall ground the 
5 enſuing Diſcourſe; and then Yo 


III. Apply the whole. 


| Figsr, The words. 2 85 the td; com- 


munication of Divine Knowledge Ad all thy - 


children "ſhall be langht Y the Lord. 


be Prophet Tainh, under the direction of the 


-— eternal $ Spirit, evidently glances, 1 in this place, WT 

0 period when much additional light ſhould be 
given, and many peculiar religious advantages ? 

: ſhould be enjoyed; when inſtruction ſhould diſtil 5 1 

as the dew, and divine influence ſhould come 
don as rain upon the new-mown graſs. And 

Et as upon the advent of the Meſſiah, and during - 

dhe adminiſtration of his government, the church 
hath been bleſſed with a liberal effuſion of Divine . 

| knowledge, and a rich abundance of religious 

pPrivileges, it will hardly be thought unnatural 

to look for the accompliſhment = the text in 1” 

. the improved ſtate of the world during W 

i period; % eſpecially 48 the grand ſcope * the ; 
INS os pope of Conn leads to Chrilt, and the. -- 


lories 8 


[ 97 1 


glories of his kingdom; and as the a of. 


Sod himſelf juſtifies this interpretation: for in 


one of his public diſcourſes to the Jews, he in- 
troduces the words of the text as applicable | 
0 thoſe times of reformation. 1 written in 
be Prephets that they ſhall be all tought of God; 
every man therefore that hath heard and learned 
| W the Þ ather ond me. Joh vi. «45+. 1 55 


The change which.” was ade: in bs add”; no en 


_— tate of the world when the Sun of Righteouſ- 
8 neſs aroſe, was immenſely g great, and involved in 


it - conſequences of the moſt delightful hature, 

und of perpetual continuance. It is no wonder N 5 
4 then that they ſhould be deeply impreſſed upon ” 
— the minds of the inſpired Prophets, and be the 1 


. frequent ſubje&t of their hallowed celebration, To 


5 When Chriſt, the leed of the woman, and the 


deſire of all nations, appeared, the children of 9 5 
Iſrael were taught the way of the Lord with ſin- 55 


YE gular perſpicuity; S and Gentile nations were led : 


Into paths with which they were wholly unac- _ 
quainted before. The obſcurity of ty pes and 


ſhadows was removed from the one, and the 


fatal effects of groſs ignorance were in no ſmall 


degree averted from the other. Carnal DE: - 


| dinances impoſed upon the Jews, until the time 


br reformation, became ſuperfluous ; and i. ola- 
trous Practites, the diſgrace of the beathen 75 
| 7 world, 


1 2 10 . \ 
_ world, fell into general Jiſrepute. - The word of : 
i — ps life, was, according to divine appointment, with 
great plainneſs ſpok en unto the ſeed of Jacob; 
and afterwards, with wonderful power and effi- 
© cacy, communicated unto outcaſts and aliens. 
— Tube ambaſſadors of Emmanuel proclaimed the 
joyful tidings; and all fleſh, according to the 

word of prophecy, ſaw the ſalvation of God, 

The prophecy refers to the liberal communica- 
— tien of Divine knowledge at a ſubſrquent period; e 
and this has been vouchſafed, in a remarkable 
. degree, under the goſpel diſpenſation. Ever 
= - ne of the Chriſtian church has not, indeed, ; 
bdbeen equally favourable to religious enquiry 1 
bpvpodopbr alike eminent for ſpiritual i improvement. The 
5 civil power hath too often oppreſſed the cauſe 
© whichicoughtto have cheriſhed; and ecclefiaſti- | _ 
dil tyranny, with a pretended. zeal for truth, 
1 Eo: | hath obſtructed the progreſs of heavenly ſcience, i 
1 and riveted on thouſands the ketters of a | baſe 
—_ and ignoble peer. Ea : 


_— But if we take a comprehenſive + view of. the 
—_—_ Goſpel times, we muſt conſider them as diſtin- 
= —- guiſhable by ſuperior light, and abounding with _ 
=_ 2 variety ot bleſſings.— Lea, at this day are the 
work of the text fulfilled. in our ears—All thy 
—_— ebiidren hal be bang be of f the Len, Se. 1 5 


in 


1 1 
In the further proſecution of this part of the 
_ ſubject, 1 would fix your thoughts upon the 
following things: the grand ſubjects of Divine 


tuition under the goſpel diſpenſation ; by 


What means or methods the knowledge of this | 


1 ſubject is beſt obtained; ;—and the recommenda- 


f tory properties which belong to rhoſe methods 15 
of inſtruction. which a 1 God adopts, 
and ſucceeds, | e 5 


= ſt, The grand ſubjects of Divine tu ition un- 5 
85 der the me diſpenſation. | 8 


| Nothing can 1 be plainer than that the ED, OE 


8 "Ho promiſed | in the text, relates to ſubjects of N 


infinite importance. Great as the utility of . 
mechanical arts, phyſical diſcoveries, and philo- on 
ſophical i improvements may be reckoned ; how- 


| Over they may contribute to the extenſion of © 


commerce, the accommodation of life, and the 
wealth of the community, yet compared with 


he intereſting ſubjects of information to which 


. the text alludes, they are no other than con- 15 
tiemptible trifles. They may prove the ſource off 


rational amuſement, and (in a ſubordinate view) 


of much public benefit. But ſtill their infe- 
riority to thoſe ſubjects of Divine inſtruction to 


which the text relates, is inexpreMble. | Iſaiah „„ 


was an eminent miniſter of religion; a faithful 


aps: oo 


+, 5 
* * = mn W 1 
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£ prophet of the Lord. He wrote concerning the 
things of God and ſalvation; ſubjects infinitely 
fearer to immortal creatures, than the maxims 
ol human policy, or the produ t ions of the moſt 
: ingenious artiſts. —As much as the ſoul is ſu- 
perior to the body; as much as the concerns of 
time are eclipſed by thoſe of eternity, ſo much 
: more. important are religious knowledge and : 
improvement to every other kind of ſrience ; 
which the mind of man can purſue or attain. 
The wiſdom promiſed in the text centres in 
1 God, and leads to Heaven. At the manifeſtation 7 
of Jeſus Chriſt ! in the fleſh, and the conſequent : 
N promulgation of his goſpel, God, emphatically | 
= ſpeaking, was made known unto man. He, the 
. incorruptible God, whole | image the heathen had 5 
changed into the likeneſs of corruptible man, 
5 and of birds, and four- footed beaſts, and creep- 5 
ing things, was then revealed unto man in the 
ſpiritual ity of his nature, and the majeſty of 5 
power. | Jehovah, whom Ir acl ſaw through the 
made of owt nerous rites and figurative pro- 
| | phecies, then | in 2 a ſenſe adm! tted them at large - : 
into the holy place, and ſhewed them all his . 
glory. The Divine eſſence and attributes were 5 


never ſo clearly di played before. The glories 5 


N of the eternal an id immutable. Jehovah, who is 
1 2 ever ry where preient, and intimately acquainted IJ 
Ok with every polliole other of NT whole 


26. 0 8 


1 

| power is bounded by nothing but his will, who 
loveth righteouſneſs and hateth all iniquity, and 
whole woodnels and mercy are infinitely. ſuperior 


to the comprehenſion « or praiſe of finite creatures, 


are made maniteſt in the goſpel with peculiar 5 
5 ä 9 l 


And as kinn are favoured with a Gili 


| | knowledge of the Divine nature and character in 
the goſpel revelation, lo are they therein taught, 1 
in a far better manner than through any other 
medium of knowledge, their own relative eit 
5 cumſtances one end for which the Son of „ 
$ became incarnate, and for which his Apoſtles 5 
trraverſed the ſeveral parts of the earth, was, to 
teach mankind the knowledge of themſelves, the Cn 
relation they bore to God and each other, and _ 
the powerful obligations they were under 8 
fulfil the ſeveral duties of their condition. In 
e enforcing this ſubject, the Writers of the New 
Teſtament not only held forth our relation (o 
Ee God as creatures, but the tuation in which e 
ſtand before him as %%, ners. For chat all feſh- 
3 have corrupted their way, and have made then 
- ſelves vile in the ſight of God, is the general = 
report of inſpiration. It bears teſtimony to 
the humbling fact, that the crown of righteouſ- 1 
neſs hath fallen from our beads, and that tze 
: Poe: gold - of conſcious | Innocence is ſadly 
1 3 = changed, TY 
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e The apoſtacy of our firſt parents, 
and the conſequent corruption and wretched- 
neſs of their poſterity are no unuſual ſubjects of 


(wu) 


illuſtration in the goſpel. Its deciſive teſtimony 


18 this—T hat by one man 2 „ entered into the world, = 
and death by fin, and ſo death bath paſſed upon al 
255 for that all men have WE med. Rom. v. 12. 5 


ut while the children of 1 are e taught of n 


5 he Lord their own helpleſſneſs and guilt; the 
diſorders under which they labour, and the con- 
demnation to which they are expoſed, he does 

not leave them comfortleſs or deſponding. 

5 The Father of I. ights ſheds an unextinguiſhable | Z 

beam of mercy upon a periſhing world, and 
thoſe who feel its influences are called upon to 
0 rejoice | init. The ſame Divine word that pro- 
dlaims and laments our fall, exhibits to our ad. 
miring view the means of reſtoration. It un- N 
folds that wond'rous plan of redeeming grace, 4 
which, without any exaggeration, may be ſtyled 
the nobleſt of the Almighty” . works. The 
5 perſon and office of the Mediator, the perfection | 
of his obedience, and the ſubſtitution of his fa- | 
crifice, are ſome of thoſe diſcoveries by whi "> Oo 
the hopes of the trembling ſinner are raiſed, 

and the joy of the whole church is greatly pro- 1 

moted. Enlightened by the goſpel revelation, 
Be we behold the cal} begotten of the Father, by wy 


JFF whom 


1 15 1 


whom and for whom all things a are and were 
created, the alpha and omega, the ſearcher of 
the reins and the hearts, the Almighty, aſſume 
the nature of man, endure aMlliction, die on the 
cCiroſs, enter the grave, and after the interme- 
diate ſpace of three days riſe from the dead, 
and at length aſcend into Heaven, that he might N 
obtain pardon and ſalvation for contrite and be- = 


— Heving linners. 8 


5 has are we taugt of God: thi: extenſive 5 
5 demands of his law; the averſation of his nature 
from every thing that is evil; the regard Wien 
-- he pays to the ſacred rights of his government, e 
and the diſpoſition he feels to exalt his mereys [ut 
FP And as we are thus made acquainted with the 
5 proviſions of Divine wiſdom and mercy ' 
give us hope, ſo we are further inſtructed into 
+ "ne neceſſity of Divine grace to render 1 us holy; LLC. 
to excite within us the diſpoſitions we have loſt, 
3 and lead us to that courſe of behaviour to which 
we are naturally reluctant. The whole compaſs 85 
of moral and religious duty challenges our ob- _ 
ſervation alſo in the oracles of truth. Every e 
vuirtue that can adorn our nature, and every _ 
= action that will give dignity and uſefulneſs to 
: our lives, is ſtrongly recommended there, —Is the 
language of the humble enquirer, Lord what 
N wouldſt thou have r me to do? 1 he goſpel re- 
. . lieves 8 
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lieves * perplexities, ſaying, vik a voice 


equally mild and clear 7 his is the % Way, walk 
| thou in it. And as the children of men are 
8 taught of the Lord, what is the path in which 
they ought to walk, ſo they are made ſenſible 


of the 1 and equity of thoſe meaſures 
which he himſelf purſues. | They learn. and ac- 


; knowledge that the purpoſes he forms and 
. EXecUtes, are all very good, And while thoſe 


who are taught « of God, thus bow to his Sove- 3 


85 reignty, and rejoice in his Providence, their 
views are directed towards a future ſtate ß 
5 honour and bleſſedneſs; the immediate ſear of -: 
| the Divine preſence, and the eternal abode of 55 
1 all good men. Amidſt the frowns of the world, _ 
the languors of ſickneſs, and the apprehenſions 
RE 5 TE of dying, faith cleaves to him Who is the reſur- 
3 rection and the life, falls proſtrate | before him as 
le righteous. Judge of all, and reflects with 
av ful pleaſure on his definitive ſentence that - 
| ſentence which confirms his ſaints in immortal == 
kl and baniſhes the wicked i into outer dak. oe 


Theſe, then,” are 1 of hs grand ſubjects 


Was of Divine tuition which the Goſpel Contains (for 
tte limits of a ſingle diſcourſe will not permit an: 

- enumeration of them all), and which are aſſured- 1 

ly Froßtadle for doctrine, for bw for in 


irudtion = | 


E 1 


unto all Toe works, 1 Tim. ! iii. 16, mes 


Let us 8g er, Sly, By what methods the 


— of theſe ſubjects 1 Is obtained. 


55 Thoſe e of hien ſcience, f in which 8 
God condeſcends to inſtruct his creatures, 3 5 
found, as hath been obſerved, in the writings 55 
dk the Old and New Teſtament, but particu- 
. larly the laſt; one principal mean, therefore, 5 
of having our minds furniſhed with them, 1 nN 
e Frequent peruſal of their contents. - To conſult ey 
the Oracles of God with an unprejudiced and” - © 
OY ſerious ſpirit; 7 mingling our enquiries with fer- 
vent prayer and pious meditation, is one ap- 
Po proved Way of becoming wiſe unto ſalvation; "JS 
and it is vain to expect ae ſupplies of . 
vine wiſdom without it. He that hath not re- 

3 ſpect and reverence enough for the eternal God, 
80 conſult his revelation; he that does not inn 
tereſt himſelf ſo far in the ſafety and happineſs =. 

his ſoul, as to ſeek direction continually at his 

mouth, ee ome for lack of Kno- 


ted Se. 


= Another 1 of communicating. A _ 
8 gious knowledge 18, by the. public preaching 
ef the: Word, and the miniſtration. of Divine 
; ordinances. "This. method f inſtruction has 
a 3 . 5 the 


ſtruction! in righteouſneſs, and calculated to make 
the man of God perfect, thoroughly Furniſhed 5 
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neſs, are reclaimed.- 


E 


the warrant of primitive example, and the ſanc- 
tioa of extenſive uſefulneſs. The faithful Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt, indeed, make no preten- 
ſions to extraordinary powers. They have no 
dominion over the faith and conſciences of 85 
men; neither do their opinions merit regard, or 
demand ſubmiſſion, any longer than they are con- 
ſonant with the law and the teſtimony. But 
although al! claims to iafallibility. are founded 
on inſufferable arrogance, and are productive, TT 
a conſented to, of miſchievous conſequences to 
the cauſe of truth; yet a ſtanding miniſtry clear- | 
5 ly appears to be of Divine appointment, and the 
miniſtration of Chriſtian ordinances abundantly 
conducive to general edification,—lt is in this 
way that multitudes of dark ſinners are enlight- ; 
| ened, and that theſe who ore far from righteouſ- 0 
-The public inſtitutions - 
„„ religion, in many Inſtances, ſerve as a check 
do the impious and profane, awaken thoſe that 
were falling into the molt fatal ſecurity, and ad. 
miniſter in no ſmall degree to the ſtability and 
comfort of thoſe who are travelling to Zion. 
And hence it is an admonition ot more than 
human authority, To forſake not the Yembling 7 i al 
e 1 Heb. X. 2 * 


Wich this ſtands comnetted private n 


0 tion and advice, as. e Her, and as 


5 1 be | 


25 * relations. which we bets in feciety, will _ oro 15 
Juſtify and allow. Tt can ſcarcely be denied that _— 
the knowledge of the true God hath been com- 


municated in this way to no ſmall number of 1 im- 


„ke care and education of youth are committed. 
I this way It 1s, that the excellent Society, for 


3 remote and once x parts of f ibe Seine king- 5 


fatherleſs, and by their indulgent care of her 
Indigent offspring, 5 mak E. the widow's heart 


mortal Creatures, who are now either on earth W Fy 
or in Heaven, reaping the bleſſed effects of 7 | nh 
This is a duty peculiarly incumbent upon [ 
parents and heads of families, and thoſe to whom Mi 


— the promotion of which we are aſſembled to-day, 1 
are ambitious of doing good to thouſands. It : 
is their aim to be 1 n with God; in 
aue, . to ariſe out wk dar knels, For this 5 1 _ 


doms. IT heir object is to become fathers to the Eo 


leap for joy. The deſig n - they form is no leſs 


2 < - _— 
: TX dat — — — — —— — — 


than to reſcue great m t uiαdeẽs of the riſing \ 
generation. from bar bern and ignorance; he” 1 
abominable ſuperſtitions of Peper and the de- - | 
| ſtrutive vices of the age. 5 1 
And As hs een is 10 5 important, . the ö 3 "ſl 
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ey ſo laudable and comprehenſive, i its ſtated jo. 
friends and patrons entertain the moſt ſanguine . 
9 aden that the ee and humane, belie vers 
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in Chriſt, 2nd thoſe who are ſeriouſly conn 


to advance the temporal and immortal happineſs 


of mankind, will exert themſelyes to promote 
its ſucceſs and . 


| Theſe, then, are ſome of the methods. by 


which the children of men are taught 1 
knowledge of God, and the things that belong 
to their everlaſting peace. But after all, we 

| ſhould remember, that in order to our being Et 

taught the will of God to any ſaving purpoſe, 5 
the influences of his Spirit are abſolutely neceſ- 

. ſary to diſpoſe our minds to receive inſtruction., 
5 and to render it productive of our eſſential bene- 
5 fit. On this depends the ſucceſs of every reli: 
Z3eoious inſtitution: on this account, therefore, 
. ſhould 1 we fer vently N him who inhabir- | , 
| erh eternity. 1am led, %% od 


. To: che recommendator) properties 


. ct belong to thoſe methods of inſtruction 5 
x which a gracious God adopts and ſucceeds. ” z 


Of theſe i it may in gener! bs 0 that ther # are 
plain and ſamilar. Every thing that is neceſſary HT 
'to ſalvation, is inſcribed in the ſacred pages in : 


fair and legible characters; ; and the methods of: 


inſtruction which are chere adopted, are admirably $22 


ſuited 


* 4 © 1. | 
ſired to our condition, and therefore equally 
2 illuſtrate the wiſdom and kindneſs of God. 


5 ome ſubjects, indeed, on which a divine re- | 
velation treats, are in themſelves ſo ſublime and 
5 mylterious, and the powers of the human mind. 
in their preſent enfeebled ſtate, are ſo inade- 
5 quate to the invelligation of them, that we may 
with ſingular propriety be ſaid to ſee them _ 
through a glaſs darkly; but they are not leſs ere? 
dAible on that account. Some paſſages alſo of Sa- 
c cred Writ, eſpecially the Prophecies, are couched —_ 
in figurative language, and may in ſome inſtances 
PE hard to be underſtood. 1 bis, it will be ge- Sees oo = 
nerally acknowledged, is is the caſe as to o the Book nw 
. of Revelation. - BO 


= But che 8 ayte of the Sacred: e 
5 n where any important points of doctrine 1 
00 Practice are held forth, is Gmple. and plan. 
Simplicity and eaſe are their acknowledged 5 
beauties. The revelation of God 1 is ſo clear and i 
M explicit, that he WhO runs may read—ir | is adapt- I” 23S | 
cd to the loweſt capacity, and formed for CVVT 1 
ral edification. Sometimes we meet with an 1 14 
artleſs detail of hiſtorical facts, which, in rr Wl | 
nature and conſequences, are unſpeakably im- — 
portant and intereſting; other parts of the Sacred 
5 Volume contain a variety of familiar and inſtruc- — Bi: 
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tive parables. Here the will of God i is commu- 


nicated in weighty and ſententious maxims; 


there an immediate application is made to our 
hearts and conſciences, by ſuch repreſentations 
ok divine ſubjects as are admirably adapted to 


awaken and ſolemnizc the mind And as the 


revelation of God is ſtrongly | recommended by 
1 plainneſs and perſpicuity; it is no leis. &y-:.::- 
ils generous. appeal | to the underſtandings of 4 

men, and its entire renunciation of all coercive . 

my meaſures in prof exating its doctrines. It was by - 
the terrors of the {word that the impoſtor Ma- 
© humet eftabliſhed his deluſions. The 1006 | 
Hhhateful meaſures hath the church of Rome, to 
mer” eternal diſgrace, employed to eſtabliſh her 
- tyranny, and pollute the earth with her abomi- | 
> nations. A ſanguinary and perſecuting ſpirit iss, 
5 amongſt a number of deformities, the moſt 1 
| © hideous mark ſhe bears. According to ancient . 
9 prophecy, „e is drunk with blood“ The cries 
0 martyred thouſands pierce our ears with, How bY 
= 7 long, 6 Lor d, Boh and true, doit thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dell on the earth ' 


And hence, as well as on many other e 5 
„ the faithful anxioully » wait t for her downtal.. 


"How contrary to „ was the; temper. of oj 
=, Chriſt! How totally different were the proceed- . | 
. of his 45 ente The dagegen of the R- 

| dcemer 3 


TI 
vans 


L 23 


z deemer wae, Search the Fc He appealed | 
to the teſtimony of truth, and not to the power 
18 of the ſecular arm, for ſupport; and whillt he 
openly declared, that his kingdom was not of 
this world, he utterly renoupca d all coercive 
_ meaſures in effecting its cſtabl. went. „ The 
Bereans are repre Enter as mor: noble hi an thoſe __ 
of Theſſalonica, not becaule they yielded a blind 
| _ aſſent to what the Apoilles taug kt, but becauſe 
they ſearched the Sc nptures 0 find whether the OY 
things they heard were true. The Golpel. fo 7 
far from ee an impartial e examination. 
plainly courts it and indead of being untriendly 
to free. enquiry, actually recomment ds it. Ie 
diſdains the uſe of any mean ar ts to miſlead, ns 
or of external force to overawe men into ab- 5 
. miſſion; it recommends tl. if by its own intrin- 1 
lie excellence, and countenances no oc her modes 
_ of defence than thoſe of reaſon and argu ment. „ 
1 which let It be added, that while 1 it thus ap- 55 
_ peals o the judgments of men, as io the truth | 
of 1 its contents, 10 it inſtructs all who are of 2 
teachable ſpirit, in the moſt.” convincing and 
efficacious manner. The low of the Lord is „ 1 
felt, converting the foul. 7 ke / eino of „ 
5 Lordi is fure, making wiſe the fmple. The Ratutes | 
"of. the Lord are ig, bt, rejoicing ihe heart. The ; 
£ commandment of tie Lord i pure. e the . 
3 ges. of, xix. A 8. 
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Thus hive I attended to that liberal commu- 


5 nication of Divine Knowledge which the text ” 


5 this communication, — 


| and great ne be the Peace of ws Children. 


5 — Y and am now, 


. To ſpecify the 46551 and happy effects of . 
- All thy Children, &c. 


Peace, it is at. known, is a term, "ck . 


1 e the Jeus, was frequently exproſhive of 0 
Ny proſperity or happineſs in general; and thus, = 
8 no doubt, it is to be Under fi00dl in the t text· e 
Al ty Children, ſays the Prophet, booking OM 
forward to a period of peculiar light, Goal . 
5 taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the Peace 
and happineſs of thy Children in conſequence of this-- -- 
buiſfitation. And can it be doubted, whether 0 
that dicruſion of knowledge, to which the text 
refers, was a peculiar bleſſing? We muſt, be- 


vond doubt, readily admit Its: and to confirm 


+ Our minds in fo neceſſary a. perſuaſion, let me 5 
„ ee gelt to Jon. the & fling eee, . 7 


'To bet in a \ ſtate a uncertainty. and laſpence re. 


8 ſeating matters of the firſt i importance, is ſure-" 
= * a TOY: irkſome and Painful lituation. : What- 1 


ever 


e 1 Ic reſcues 1 us s from the  perplexirie of ſeep- 0 
Eu ticiſm, | VV : 


Th 1 


ever che Sceptic may boaſt, his ſtateis ſo far from 
being the object of envy, that every wiſe and 
conſiderate perſon muſt wiſh to be delivered 
from it. What can be more haraſſing to the 
mind, than to be toſſed to and fro upon the 
waves of uncertainty, and to be at a perpetual To 
loſs what to admit, and in what to confide? 
+... The. Sceptic is like N oah's dove, which found _ 
no reſt for the ſo! e of her fect. He is agitated 5 
- with 4 variety of troubleſome paſſions, | and ies 
on many accounts entitled to our pity. Since, 
then, doubt and ſuſpicion reſpecting the moſt 
I momentous concerns are ſo very diſagreeable 1 
and injurious, what a blefling muſt we elteem 5 
it, that light has ariſen out of darkneſs, and 
EE brightneſs out of obſcurity ! ! Since the Almighty 
- = Bas: condeſcended to become our teacher, . 
finds a firm foundation to reſt upon. Hope V 
5 brought forward into regular « exerciſe, and the 5 


: mind obtains ſertled compoſure and re 


. T's It opens an en d fource of ſacred 7 
5 beate and conſolation ; 


b ese is 1 proper bd of the foul 


is the repaſt of angels and of men; and 665 4 
3 ple aſure and nouriſhment which it yields, increaſe 
in proportion to the excellency of its objects. | 
| As the truths, then, which God 1 in his word re- 
ELK Ss 8 * 8 bs veals, 
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i 14 7" 17 
veals, are © beyond all compariſon excellent ad 
glorious, the ſatisfaction and dclight with which 
the experimental knowledge of them is accom- 

8 panied, ſurpaſs deſcription.— A ſaving acquaint- 

ance with God and Chriſt, and the peculiar 
diſcoveries of tlie Goſpel, is a perpetual icaſt. 
Ihe luxuries in which the! intemperate indulge, = 
the gratifications | which the men of this world 
ſeek, enter not into competition with i it. Te 
N diſparity is infinite As Solomon Wie en 5 
apy Happy is the man that findeth this Wiſdom, | and 
the man that geltelb E * underſtanding: for the ” : 
OO merchancize of it is better than the merchandize of — 
J. lver, ard the gain thereof than fine col Sheis 
DE. ; mere precious than rubies ; 1 and all the thing 7s thu 
WE conſt d:ſireare not to be compared unto ber. Length „ 
. of doys 3 is in her right hand, ond in her Te c riches — 
= and {onour. Her ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 1 
3 all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life I 
Io them that lay bold upon ber, and happy is ROT 1 
= one that retaineth ber, : Prov. 1 iii. 1 13, ccc. 5 
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Ke I It t promotes the health and purity vol de 


1» 7 he W which a graciousGod 8 
q lin the text to communicate, is of the moſt — 
| ſubſtantial and editying kind; it is not imparted 
== for n mere e amuſement, | but for our eſſential bene- = 


4 T7 


fit. It! is of an humbling and ſanctifying ind ; 
| ence; it ſtrengthens and elevates the powers of 0 
the mind; ; refines them from the droſs of ſinful _ 
1 appetites, and aſſimilates the ſoul to the uncreat- 
ed ſource of knowledge and bleſſedneſs. It 
may indeed happen, yea it hath too often been e 
ſeen, that perſons profeſſing the truths we nave 
5 enumerated, have yet lived in an un becoming 1 
and diſorderly manner. They have been AVa--=: 
nicious and oppreſſive, ſenſual and worldly. :- 
minded. In ſuch caſes it is evident, that the 
knowledge which perions have of religious rruth 1 
in its ſeveral branches, h ih acver made CY pro- 
per impreſſion upon their couſcienecs. "IC ha: * 
never (to uſe the words of Solomon) entered In > 
t their heart, or been pleafant | to their ſoul; but 
been merely che ſubjcct of caſu 1 conſideration 
and amuſement, Their dark and u roly pal 
- ſions have too ſucceſsfully vppoled i it. 
and becauſe they received en t the truth i in the 5 
: - bo ve of i it, theretote the effects before mentions „ 
ed have not been produced. Bur | it is an in il- 1 . 
potable fact, that wherever, the. principles . 50 


the Golpel are cor tially embraces d, : and fal ker 


upon the mind by a Divine inf! end. be wil e 
ſlrengthen and purity u; ren erin © i I 
- of many a lovely rate, wad tor me 


: 2 uſetul habit. „ 
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. Tt terminates | in | complete and eternal ; 


happineſs, 45 


Tlboſe that are effecuslly taught of God on 
5 earth, ſhall ſee his face for ever in heaven, 
e exalted. purpoſe for which the Sun of e 


e Righteouſneſs aroſe upon the world, was, that 


23 eternal glory. 


5 Divine tuition. 


by his light ſinners might walk in the way of - 
. Tbis is the conſummation ve 
tlie knowledge of God; 4 this i is the reſult of 8 
; It conducts the foul that thirſts 
5 after knowledge and happineſs to living foun- 3 
tains of water; it brings it to a ſicuation ä 
EN conceivably hangurable. and glorious z 5 it puts e 
. it i into the pang, of eternal l „ e 


„Tüte, Sin is . nature, - Undo are 1 effects 1 


of that knowledge which cometh from God, - 


- and which r n the earneſt deſire of that ex- 
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cellent Society for the benefit of which we are 
. now aſſembled, to diffuſe inſtrumentally amongſt th 
5 their fellow. creatures. 


= EY is ; well known, that : at the beginning of 


ils 


This inftitution | "mob N 
not the arts of ſoft perſuaſion, or the aid of . 
clamorous importunity, to force itſelf upon your : 

? notice—a plain unadorned account of | its nature e 
: and gs Is its $ beſt recommendation. 5 85 


2 1 


Iſlands in Scotland was very anfwrodibble ; they 
were the ſeat of ignorance and ſlavery, deſtitute | 
of the means of religious knowledge, unuſed to 
| habits of induſtry, and too generally diſaffected 
do our civil government. Theſe conſiderations 
induced a number of well- diſpoſed gentlemen in 1 8 
Edinburgh, to form a ſociety with a view of | im- 1 5 
5 proving their political and religious circum- e 
ſtances. The plan ſucceeded to en a degree, 
a that 1 in the year 1709 they obtained Letters bY 
. Patent from the Crown to be erected into a Cor- 5 
5 poration, and accordingly met during 1 that year = 
dean Incorporated Society, which patent was R 
25 the year 1738 conſiderably enlarged and im. 
5 proved. The methods purſued by the Society 1 
0 obtain the objects they had at heart, were the N 
erection of ſchools for inſtructing the 1 ignorant, e 


and particularly the riſing generation, in reading, 


and in the principles af religion and morality, 
which they have planted in the moſt obſcure 
and uncivilized Paris ef the country. 2 hek © 
| have alſo taken pains to teach many of them 5 ap 
the Engliſh language, and to encourage induſtry 
and manufactures in theſe diſtant parts of the 
united kingdoms, and maintain, at preſent „ 
twenty ſpinning ſchools at different places. One 

object indeed, which they had 1 in view, and which” 
for a time they proſecuted with no inconſiderable . 
ſucceſs, even the Propagation of the Goſpel _ 

5 5 5 amongſt fs 


2 30 1 8 
0 amongſt the Indians in America, hath been un- 
happily interrupted by the fatal 1 war which hath 


ſo long ſubſiſted between the two countries; but 


this they hope to renew when it ſhall pleaſe the 


| offended Lord of nations to beſtow upon us the 


much deſired Lining of peace. 5 


Get has been the een ar this under : 


| taking. Providence hath eminently ſmiled upon 


it; ſo that its friends have the ſatisfaction to 5 
: believe that they have been under God the in- 


ns ſtruments of reſcuing g great numbers from the e 
diltreſſes of extreme indigence, the inſidious arts 


of popiſh emiſſaries, and the calamities incident 


co a ſtate of groſs i ignorance and barbariſm. By | 
: their! laudable endes re many have been form- 


. into habits of loyalty to the reigning prince, 


and of diligence and induſtry in their ſecu. 


lar employ ments, and thereby have been rendered ” 


| good ſubjects to the ſtate; ; and, what is of far 
greater moment, have, we truſt, been made ac- 
I quainted with the v way of ſalvation by Chriſt Jeſus! ” 


And ſhall ſuch a noble | int itution as this fail 5 


. ſupport ?—Impoſſible—l ong, methinks I hear e 
every one of you lay, long may it cont] nue to 
” proſper with which pious wiſh, L doubt not, 25 
5 Jour conduct to- day will W agree. 


TY It i is ſtated inthe public noticr's, chat the as 5 
have , a0w in their rleveral (chools near 8000 LOC. ny 
3 „ dxen . 


15 31 1 


) 


dren of both ſexes, whom, as before mentianad . 
they inſtruct and educate. The expence attending 
ſuch an inſtitution, you muſt be ſenſible, is very 
great—a large field for more extenſive uſeful- 
neſs allo is every year opening unto them, which 
renders the generous aſſiſtance of the friends 
on humanity and truth peculiarly deſirable. — _ 
You will therefore, I perſuade myſelf, give 
5 cheerfully and liberally on the preſent occaſion, 5 
5 The object is not a trifling one, and will not, ä 
flatter myſelf, be ſo conſidered. Lou feel its 
| importance, and rejoice | in the 01 portunity 
Which no- offers to promote it. And may 
God of his infinite mercy ſo effectualy enlighten . 
and ſanctify our minds by his word and ſpirit, 
that we may enjoy great peace on earth, and 8 
| made heirs of es ara and eternal l happineſs 1 in 15 
Heaven! | e . 5 . 
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GIVE and -bequeich, 10 fas of 

© ide Le RL to the Society i in 
- 405 Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
| ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 
' of the 9 or ene, Patent, as the Donor 


| ple . 


5 N. B. The firſt Parent reſpedts the inftruQion. 
. of the children in the Society? 8 ſchools, where 
they are educated in the principles of the Pro- 
= : teſtant Religion and Loyalty, and taught read- : 
ning, writing, arithmetic, &c. The ſecond pa- 
W_— tent authoriſes their being bred. up to uſeful la- 
bour and . in 1 eee manufaCures, | 
and handicrafts, | 
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benefadions for PM: _ of the Society will be 5 
received 1 in London, as under. 


| Meſſts. Courts and Co. Bankers i in the Strand. 


| William Fuller, Eſq; and Son, Bankers in 
Lombard ſtreet. ” 3 


= "Id Mackintoſh, Eſq; No. "i North Side 1 
1 8 N 85 1 Kd we Royal Exchange. „„ 
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